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THE JUDGE THINKS IT IS VERY
IMPORTANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU
THINK AND FEEL.

OO

WHAT IS A LAWYER?

A lawyer is someone who works for a person when they go to court.
Your lawyer is called an Independent Children's Lawyer. It's your
lawyer's job to make sure the Judge understands what you think and

make decisions that are best for you.



WHY DO THEY WANT TO
TALK TO ME?

What you have to say is very important. The Judge will want to know

what you think before he or she makes decisions about you.

DO | HAVE TO TALK TO
MY LAWYER?

No. It's your choice. You can say whatever you want to your lawyer (or
nothing at all). Your lawyer will talk to you about what he or she will tell the

Judge so that the Judge can make the best decision for you.



WHEN DO | TALK TO MY LAWYER?

He or she will make sure you know how to keep in touch. Sometimes you
may need to leave a message and your lawyer will call you back when

they are free.

WHAT SHOULD | TELL MY LAWYER?

Tell your lawyer as much as you can. This way they will get a really
good idea of what you think. Everything you say will help your lawyer

understand what is happening in your family.



WILL | HAVE T0 TALK TO
ANYBODY ELSE?

If the Judge can't decide what is best for you just from what the lawyer
has told them, they may ask you to talk to a special person who will write

a report to help them work out what is best for you.

WHO ELSE WILL MY LAWYER
TALK TO?

Your lawyer might need to talk to your teacher, to your counsellor if you

have one or anyone else who knows you and your family well.

This helps them collect information so the Judge can make the best

decision for you.
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DO | HAVE TO TELL MY PARENTS
WHAT | SAID?

No. You don't have to tell anybody else what you and your lawyer have

talked about. Your parents will be told this too.

DOES MY LAWYER HAVE TO DO WHAT
| TELL THEM?

No. Your lawyer has to do what they think is best for you. But they tell the

Judge what your views are even if your lawyer does not agree with them.



WILL THE JUDGE DO
WHAT | WANT?

The Judge will listen to what everybody in your family has to say. On the

court day, your lawyer will be there to look after what's best for you.

The Judge will then carefully decide what is best for you. This does not
always mean you will agree with his or her decision but your lawyer can

help you understand how the decision was made and why.

WHO WILL TELL ME WHAT THE
JUDGE HAS DECIDED?

The Judge will make a decision called a court order. Your lawyer will
explain exactly what this means for you. If you have any questions, make
sure you ask them. They will then try to make sure things happen the way

the order says they should.

CAN | KEEP IN CONTACT WITH MY
LAWYER AFTER A DECISION IS
MADE?

You can talk to your lawyer about whether you will be able to contact

them after the case is over.



My lawyer's name;

My lawyer's contact number:

WHAT IF YOU ARE UNHAPPY WITH YOUR LAWYER?

If you have a problem, it is always best to talk about it with that person. But if you need more

help, go to your local State or Territory Legal Aid website.

You can find more information and videos about the Independent Children's Lawyers at

http://www.bestforkids.org.au/kids
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