
WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN YOUR

Parents Go
To Court?

A judge will help 
your parents make 
decisions about 
what’s best for you.



T H E  J U D G E  T H I N K S  I T  I S  V E R Y 

I M P O R T A N T  T O  K N O W  W H A T  Y O U 

T H I N K  A N D  F E E L .

W H A T  I S  A  L A W Y E R ?

A lawyer is someone who works for a person when they go to court. 

Your lawyer is called an Independent Children’s Lawyer.  It’s your 

lawyer’s job to make sure the Judge understands what you think and 

make decisions that are best for you.



W h y  d o  T H E y  w a n t  t o

t a l k  t o  m e ?

What you have to say is very important. The Judge will want to know 

what you think before he or she makes decisions about you.

D o  I  h a v e  t o  t a l k  t o

m y  l a w y e r ?

No. It’s your choice.  You can say whatever you want to your lawyer (or 

nothing at all). Your lawyer will talk to you about what he or she will tell the 

Judge so that the Judge can make the best decision for you.



W h e n  d o  i  t a l k  t o  m y  l a w y e r ?

He or she will make sure you know how to keep in touch. Sometimes you 

may need to leave a message and your lawyer will call you back when 

they are free.

W h a t  s h o u l d  i  t e l l  m y  l a w y e r ?

Tell your lawyer as much as you can. This way they will get a really 

good idea of what you think. Everything you say will help your lawyer 

understand what is happening in your family.



W i l l  i  h a v e  t o  t a l k  t o

a n y b o d y  e l s e ?

If the Judge can’t decide what is best for you just from what the lawyer 

has told them, they may ask you to talk to a special person who will write 

a report to help them work out what is best for you.

W h o  e l s e  w i l l  m y  l a w y e r

t a l k  t o ?

Your lawyer might need to talk to your teacher, to your counsellor if you 

have one or anyone else who knows you and your family well. 

This helps them collect information so the Judge can make the best 

decision for you.



D o  i  h a v e  t o  t e l l  m y  p a r e n t s 

w h a t  i  s a i d ?

No. You don’t have to tell anybody else what you and your lawyer have 

talked about. Your parents will be told this too.

D o e s  m y  l a w y e r  h a v e  t o  d o  w h a t 

i  t e l l  t h e m ?

No. Your lawyer has to do what they think is best for you. But they tell the 

Judge what your views are even if your lawyer does not agree with them.



W i l l  t h e  j u d g e  d o

w h a t  i  w a n t ?

The Judge will listen to what everybody in your family has to say. On the 

court day, your lawyer will be there to look after what’s best for you.

The Judge will then carefully decide what is best for you. This does not 

always mean you will agree with his or her decision but your lawyer can 

help you understand how the decision was made and why.

W h o  w i l l  t e l l  m e  w h a t  t h e 

j u d g e  h a s  d e c i d e d ?

The Judge will make a decision called a court order. Your lawyer will 

explain exactly what this means for you. If you have any questions, make 

sure you ask them. They will then try to make sure things happen the way 

the order says they should.

C a n  I  k e e p  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  m y 

l a w y e r  a f t e r  a  d e c i s i o n  i s 

m a d e ?

You can talk to your lawyer about whether you will be able to contact 

them after the case is over.
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W h a t  i f  y o u  a r e  u n h a p p y  w i t h  y o u r  L a w y e r ? 

If you have a problem, it is always best to talk about it with that person. But if you need more 

help, go to your local State or Territory Legal Aid website. 

 

You can find more information and videos about the Independent Children’s Lawyers at 

http://www.bestforkids.org.au/kids

My lawyer’s name:

My lawyer’s contact number:


